
ASPOSE ® 
The .NET & Java Component Publisher TM Aspose Case Studies > <<OptiMiser>>   - 1 -

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
<<Andy Bardwell, December 1, 2008>> 

© Aspose Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. www.aspose.com 

 



ASPOSE ® 
The .NET & Java Component Publisher TM Aspose Case Studies > <<OptiMiser>>   - 2 -

 

© Aspose Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. www.aspose.com 

Product Background / Overview 
 
OptiMiser is a PC-based program that creates and evaluates a full range of near-optimal 
solutions for energy retrofits.  It offers a flexible and efficient tool for the home energy 
analyst, minimizing required data entry and fully integrating renewable energy 
technologies.  The Colorado Governor’s Energy Office provided a New Energy Economy 
Development grant which was used to complete and launch the distributable version of 
OptiMiser.   
 
OptiMiser will provide market incentives to the three principal participants in the home 
energy retrofit market by:  

(1) enabling home energy raters to effectively market renewable energy and 
conduct better audits more efficiently;  
(2) increasing sales of renewable energy products and enabling suppliers to cross-
market solar thermal and photovoltaics; and  
(3) Providing owners with near-optimal energy retrofit solutions.   
 

These benefits will result in more widespread implementation of energy efficiency and 
renewable energy systems. 
 

Requirements Scenario 
 

During the development of OM Builder, we realized that no current energy auditing 
program provides a reporting function. As a result, auditors typically have to maintain 
Word documents with boiler plate text for their reports.  Report generation is a process of 
hand editing this document to prepare reports for customers. From our experience in the 
construction and real estate development industries, we were aware that software for the 
home inspection industry focuses primarily on generating well designed reports for 
customers. Benchmarking our work on the best software from the home inspection 
industry, we have developed a module that allows auditors to construct full-featured 
reports efficiently. Our design criteria for the Report Module included:  

o The ability to select narrative from a database of text sections; 
o Add photos, tabular reports, and charts; 
o Produce a word document will allow the auditor to do any final editing in a 

familiar environment. 
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Solution Implementation 
 

Aspose Editor provided an elegant and seamless solution for multiple steps in this 
process:  

o Aspose is used in the Report Library Editor to provide the user full featured 
editing of the narrative sections:  

o Aspose converts the formatted narratives to HTML which can be stored in our 
text only database; 

o Aspose provides the integrated WYSIWYG viewing environment during 
maintenance of the Report Library, and during selection of narrative sections in 
the Report Generator; and finally  

o Aspose provides a powerful method of assembling the narrative sections, 
photographs and charts applying a word template and producing the final Word 
document.     

The result is a report generation modules then improves on the best of the home 
inspection software by providing a powerful and efficient tool to maintain a data base of 
report content and compile detailed reports.   
 
OptiMiser Partners have provided all their narrative content that they have developed 
over their decades of experience producing auditing reports.  Our Partners are using the 
OptiMiser Report Module powered by Aspose to integrate that narrative into the final 
Report Module. 
 

Benefits 
 

In our survey of available products Aspose is one of the few programs that provide the 
ability to create Word Documents. In addition Aspose’s ability to deal with multiple file 
formats allowed us to use the Aspose Editing environment to create HTML text-based 
storage system to manage formatted document material.  Aspose provides the power to 
integrate templates and all the required formatting features.  Finally Aspose allowed us to 
integrate all of these futures into our program and no idiosyncrasies for which we had to 
compensate.   
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Future Implementations 
 

We are meeting with the Governor’s Office of Energy next week to discuss ongoing 
partnerships.  Our partners include the City of Boulder, Boulder County and the largest 
Energy Auditing Firms in Colorado, all these partners are anxious to expand distribution 
of OptiMiser.  

 

Conclusion 
 

As you can tell from the description above, our experience with Aspose has been very 
positive our only disappointment is that we worked on the product during the trial period 
under the understanding that the cost would be considerably less.  Since our project is 
funding entirely by contributions of our partners, the State of Colorado and our own firm, 
cost is an issue so we sincerely hope you will reduce the price by the maximum amount 
possible. 
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Program Data Entry Screen  
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Program Data Entry Screen  
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